Obituaries

cal fields and then they themselves re-
cruited other botanists and ecologists.

Some noteworthy students and col-
leagues were Don Killick, Denzil
Edwards, Mike Wells, Clare Reid,
Jim Ross, Fiona Getliffe, Roger El-
lis, Charles Stirton, Esmé Hennessy,
Ken Tinley, Brian Huntley and Trevor
Arnold.

One thing that she is well known for
is her annotations on herbarium sheets,
that are often accompanied by her me-
ticulous drawings and notes of what
she believed to be diagnostic features.

When she died, Gordon-Gray was
still working on Cyperaceae with Jane

Browning. Typical of her, she shunned
the limelight, and was belatedly award-
ed the South African Association of
Botanists Silver Medal in 1998. She
certainly deserved greater recognition
in her lifetime.

Yet through her teaching and supervi-
sion, she was inspirational and provided
sound theoretical and practical train-
ing in the fundamentals of taxonomy,
anatomy, breeding systems and ecology
of her beloved sedges and grasses.

EUGENE MOLL
With acknowledgments to
The Witness

Huw Jones (1932-2012)

UW was a man of boundless

vitality and enthusiasm with

an ever-expanding range of
interests. He was educated at Jesus
College, Oxford and served for 12
years with the Colonial Office in
Swaziland where he was District
Commissioner and ADC to the Resident
Commissioner. This was a formative
period and awakened his lifelong
interest in that part of southern Africa.
In 1968 Huw left Swaziland for a
brief period with the United Nations
in India, followed by 18 years with
the World Bank as a senior population
specialist. During this time he began his
highly productive career as an author.
Besides writing reports published by
the organisations he worked for, in
1969 he co-authored the scholarly
Development in Swaziland, A Regional
Analysis. He never lost his interest in
issues of development in post-colonial
Africa, but after his retirement to

Huw Jones

Gloucestershire in 1988 he was able
to give full rein to his irrepressible
curiosity about the Swaziland region in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Over the years, 18 published
articles followed on diverse themes.
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They ranged from the question of
the pre-colonial Swazi population to
cartographical issues, the history of
early white settlers, colonial units of
volunteer mounted infantry, Swazi
kings, the north-western sector of the
Anglo-Zulu War, Swazi involvement
in the Pedi War of 1879 and the Anglo-
Boer War. He also addressed the vexing
problem of historical sources, and
matters of research methodology.

In his “retirement” Huw undertook
more sustained writing challenges and
published seven more books. Between
2007 and 2011 he concentrated his at-
tention on history closer to home than
Swaziland, and brought out four books
on aspects of Gloucestershire local his-
tory. His three previous books were all
on aspects of southern African history.
A Biographical Register of Swaziland
to 1902 appeared in 1993. This was
an enormous, complex, painstaking
work of scholarship that spoke to his
unparalleled knowledge of the history
of Swaziland. A Gazetteer of the Second
Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902 (1999),
which he co-authored with his son,
Meurig, was a work of a similarly high
order. Both will long remain invaluable
reference tools for future historians.

However, the book that will be his
monument is The Boiling Cauldron:
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Utrecht District and the Anglo-Zulu
War, 1879, beautifully produced by
The Shermershill Press in 2006. The
literature of the Anglo-Zulu War is
saturated with books that reiterate the
familiar tale, but occasionally works
do appear that genuinely break new
ground. Huw’s deeply researched analy-
sis of the open frontier of north-western
Zululand where competing claims by
the Swazi, Zulu and Boers collided
is significant because the region had
previously been relatively neglected
by historians, and the role played in its
affairs by the Swazi largely ignored.
Huw’s account did more than any other
book yet written to put that vital area of
operations during the Anglo-Zulu War
into informed context. The battle of
Hlobane on 28 March 1879 was second
only to Isandlwana as the greatest Zulu
victory of the war, and Huw’s painstak-
ing and detailed analysis (which built on
his earlier ground-breaking articles) is
undoubtedly the most authoritative now
available, and functions as a sharp cor-
rective to most other accounts.

Huw was diagnosed with cancer in
March 2011, and after a short period
of remission died peacefully at home
on 8 June 2012 with his wife Barbara
and three children at his side.

JOHN LABAND

Joy Roberts 1926 — 2011

OY Roberts, a former chair of the
Edendale Welfare Society, died on
Christmas Day, 2011.

She personified the spirit of volun-
teerism, having worked full-time and
without pay for the society for more
than 40 years. She was also a former
chair of the Midlands Black Sash.

Her son, Jonathan Hey, said: “She
touched so many lives during her life
and never with huge fuss or drama,
always gave with quiet dignity and
service.” He described his mother as a
woman who lived by the motto: “Al-
ways rise above the occasion.”
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